
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 The Benjamin Rose Institute 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: How Do We Contribute to Our World: The Expressive Arts and Culture, Diversity and 

Community Building 

Your Project Summary: This project utilizes visual artmaking, music, poetry, storytelling and other art 

forms to activate creativity and motivate older adults to celebrate the generativity of aging and the 

cultural vibrancy of their communities. Older adults will engage in arts making to tell their story and the 

story of their neighborhoods. They will create a cumulative display of artworks for viewing at local libraries 

and invite neighborhood residents to contribute to the display with their art and stories. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This project as a service for older adults, particularly lower income adults demonstrates public 

benefit.  The support materials were good, however to make the package stronger, included should be 

letters of support from the centers and the housing site. Measuring progress toward meeting the project 

goal could also include feedback from residents after they view the exhibits, this might strengthen the 

overall impact of the project and promote inter-generational connectivity. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes! This proposal meets CAC's funding criteria. This was a very well articulated proposal, that 

utilizes visual artmaking, music, poetry, storytelling and other art forms to activate creativity and motivate 

the aging population. The public value is very high as it focuses on a the contributions of the aging 

population in art creation, who are sometimes forgotten as artists and creative individuals. The budget is 

well presented and support its implementation. With all this in mind, the proposal meets all criteria for 

funding. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This program's application clearly identifies the community it will benefit; it precisely outlines 

the means through which cultural vibrancy is nurtured; and it articulates its capacity for engagement both  

within the artistic group and with the local public. Prizing narratives that are underrepresented, providing 

means for voice and giving them a platform to be heard is community-based artwork at a high level. The 

Benjamin Rose Institute is a "yes" for CAC funding. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. This proposal creates a tangible public benefit 

through art therapy for seniors in a range of communities. The proposal is grounded in the arts and 

cultural vibrancy by utilizing multiple art forms as a way for seniors to engage with their communities in 

ways they may not otherwise be able to. I like that there is a focus on seniors representing their 

neighborhoods through the arts. I think this is a creative idea for engaging seniors and will really keep this 

project grounded in community. The organization's very long history in the community shows that they 

have the capacity to complete this project. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant somewhat meets the funding criteria. The project activates creativity and 

motivates the community. It will engage professionals, students and volunteers serves older adults -- 

especially those in public housing and public resources. The applicant specifically mentions cultural 

vibrancy, measures, plan, but no specifics, no "how." This lack of detail is why the applicant somewhat 

meets the criteria. Additionally, there is an effort  to enhance and help the program evolve, but that is not 

a relevant measure for the project goal. How will you know adults contributed to the artistic and cultural 

vibrancy of their communities? 

 

 

 

Panelist 5 


